
Cape Fear Astronomical Society is a tax-exempt organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

76

President’s Message
by Ben Steelman

Now is the time for all good stargazers to come to the aid of their Society.

It's almost election time in CFAS Land. I will call for nominations at the October and 
November meetings. You must be present, in person or via Zoom, to accept. (We don't 
draft or shanghai people.) Balloting will be at the December Christmas party.

Our officers are President, Vice President, Associate Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. They are mostly self-explanatory.

The office of Vice President (currently Karl Adlon) will be vacant. Your job, should you 
accept it, is to preside at monthly meetings if the President (currently me) doesn’t show 
up. 

The Associate Vice President (currently Jon Stewart-Taylor) generally handles 
programs for the meetings. 

Jon is also acting as Outreach Chairperson.
By the way, Jon, thanks for getting the POD dome to the observatory site.

Speaking of which, we still need a Chairperson for the Observatory Committee. Jon 
can't do it all himself, astounding as he is. 

Keep Looking Up!
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Calendar

The full club calendar is available at https://www.capefearastro.org/calendar.htm

October 2

Monthly SIG (Special Interest Group) via Zoom

October 12

7 PM – 9:45 PM - Public Observing @ Carolina Beach State Park

October 13

  Cape Fear Astro Monthly Meeting 

GAStronomy Meeting - 5 PM 

Ciana Ristorante Italiano

4724 New Centre Dr STE 3, Wilmington, NC 28405

(Dinner, prior to the Monthly Meeting)

CFAS Monthly Meeting

7:00pm – 9:00pm - 212 DeLoach Hall; UNCW

Presentation: "Determining the Age of Star Clusters"

 Also simulcast via Zoom

November 9

Star Party for Maritime Museum Members @ Old Brunswick Town

October Meeting Presentation
by Karl Adlon

The October Meeting Presentation will be "Determining the Age of Star Clusters" by Karl 
Adlon. He will talk a little bit about stars, their spectra and the Hertzsprung-Russell (H-R) 
Diagram which plots the various star types' Absolute Magnitude by Temperature. Stars spend 
most of their lives on the Main Sequence, but as they age they move off of it. By using data from 
the Sloane Digital Sky Survey for a star cluster's stars and plotting that data as a H-R Diagram, 
the point at which the stars leaves the Main Sequence is determined, which can be correlated to 
the stars' age as they leave the Main Sequence and thus the age of the cluster.

Saturday, November 9 Star Party (Tentative)
by Karl Adlon

Please pencil in the date! There may be a Star Party for Maritime Museum Members @ Old 
Brunswick Town on November 9. I’m told the museum has about 30 members.

HOWEVER, currently, the park’s website has this post: “Closure Notice - Brunswick 
Town/Fort Anderson is closed due to storm damage.” Park officials are not sure if the park will be 
open by this date. 



Why Stand When You Can Sit and Relax?
by Frank Rich

I made a few purchases these last few years. This has to be one of 
the best!!

The Starbound Viewing chair, easily adjustable, folds for storage 
(although the seat stays in a down position as seen).  Purchased from 
B&H Photo.

I used it last weekend for the 1st time and my back did not ache (for 
a change) after my observing session!

Highly recommend it!!

Observing "Comet of the Year" C2023 A3 in September and October
by Jon Stewart-Taylor

There's been a lot of attention to and frankly hype about comet C/2023 A3 (Tsuchinshan-ATLAS) 
lately.  Comets are like cats: they both have tails, and are unpredictable.  The actual observations of 

the comet as of 26 September are 
encouraging, showing magnitudes of 3 or 
brighter as the comet approaches 
perihelion (closest point to the sun),  Actual 
perihelion is on 27 September, so probably 
already past as you read this article.  At 
this time, the comet is a pre-dawn object 
for us.  It will be barely above 5º as the sky 
starts to pale from the rising sun, as shown 
in the attached snip from Stellarium.

As the days pass after perihelion, 
the comet will get closer and closer to 
the horizon. By about 07 October, the 
comet will be too close to the sun to 
see.

The comet will be closest to the earth 
on about 12 October.  Unfortunately, the 
comet will still be too close to the sun to 
see from our area.  It should start 
becoming visible in the evening sky after 
sunset by about 14 October.  The attached 
snip from Stellarium shows the comet on 
the 14th at about 10º altitude.

Each day after that the comet will rise 
higher and higher.  Unfortunately, it should 
also start dimming rapidly as it moves 
further from both the sun and the earth. 
On 12 October it is currently predicted to 
be between 2nd and 3rd magnitude.  By 
the end of October it is predicted to drop 

to between 5th and 6th magnitude.  At that time it should still be a decent binocular and telescopic 
object, but no longer visible using unaided eyes for most of us.



Complicating all this will be the weather, of course.  As i write, we're currently scheduled to be 
clouded out by Helene, and there's another system of the coast of Africa which could visit  in a 
week or so.  Maybe we'll get better weather as October passes.

I hope we get at least a couple of chances at what currently promises to be a very good 
comet, though probably not a great one.  But, comets are unpredictable.  Maybe this one will 
surprise us in a good way before it leaves.

Observatory Progress
by Jon Stewart-Taylor

In August and September, we 
made significant progress on the 
club observatory at Starfields. 
Working together, a number of 
club members set the foundation 
for the permanent SkyShed POD 
installation around the existing 
cement-block pier, and then 
installed the planking on the 
foundation.

Deck foundation being set and 
leveled. 

Photo by Jon

Hank evaluating the mount and 'scope height 
with respect to the newly completed deck. 

Photo by Jon



In the last Cape Fear Skies, we mentioned that we planned a funding campaign to purchase 
a used POD, or a new one if a used one could not be found.  Karl suggested putting a classified 
on Cloudy Nights requesting a used POD within a reasonable distance.  Within a week, we 
received an offer of a donation of a one-bay POD in Rockville, MD.  No cost to the club, except 
the gas to pick up the POD.  It is even a better color than green, which seemed to be the 
dominant color of used PODs listed for sale. 

The used POD in storage in Rockville. 

Photo by Mike Knapp who is donating.

The POD, loaded on and strapped to the 
trailer.

By the time you read this, the POD will be at Starfields!

Weather permitting, we'll be assembling the POD the 2nd week of October, so the completed 
observatory will be available for use at the end of October.

Many thanks to Kathleen Stewart-Taylor and Damain Smith for donating the deck planking.

Thanks to Karl Adlon, Bill Cooper, Skip Hager, Hank Lyon, Perry Moon, George Pappayliou,  
Damain Smith, and Lawton Smith for all the work they did to make this a reality.

From all of us: 

Thank you, Jon, for getting the POD and transporting it back from Maryland!!









Get to Know YOUR Astronomical League

The Astronomical League (Astroleague or AL) is one of the largest amateur 
astronomical organizations in the world. The organization serves to encourage 
an  interest  in  astronomy (especially  amateur  astronomy)  and  promote  the 
science of astronomy by:

 fostering astronomical education;
 providing incentives for astronomical observation and research;
 assisting communication among amateur astronomical societies.

CFAS is one of over 300 member societies affiliated with the Astroleague. Your membership in CFAS allows you take 
full advantage of this relationship so periodically review the information below to see how the Astroleague can support 
your astronomical interests and endeavors. 

Astroleague Home Page www.astroleague.org

About the Astroleague https://www.astroleague.org/about-us/

AL Observing Programs
(Alphabetical Listing)

https://www.astroleague.org/alphabeticobserving/

Night Sky Tools https://www.astroleague.org/navigating-the-night-sky-guides/

Astroleague Store https://store.astroleague.org/

Current and Past Issues of
Reflector Magazine

https://www.astroleague.org/reflector/

Additional AL News,
Information and

Reminders

Click HERE for the Astroleague News Page and be sure to check the Astroleague 
Home Page weekly for new and important posts.

Contact Hank Lyon, hlyon8448@gmail.co  m  , for any changes to your Reflector 
delivery preferences (US Mail, Email or Both).

The Astroleague Correspondent (or ALCor) is your link between CFAS and the Astroleague. Don’t hesitate to contact 
your  ALCor  if  you  need assistance  with  anything  Astroleague related  whether  its  general  information  or  detailed 
coordination of observing program completions for certification. Check back each month to see any new links, postings 
or reminders.
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CFAS Officers:
President: Ben Steelman
Vice-Pres: Karl Adlon
Associate VP Jon Stewart-Taylor
Secretary: George Pappayliou
Treasurer: Bill Cooper
ALCor Hank Lyon

Dues:  Dues for 2024 are $25 for Individual and $32 for 
Family Membership. Students dues are $5 per year.

Mail to: CFAS, P.O. Box 7685, Wilmington, NC 28406

Contact Us:

You can contact CFAS at info@capefearastro.org

Our website is http://www.capefearastro.org/
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